
In 2020, people all over the United States will
participate in the Decennial Census. The purpose of
this reference packet is to review what the United
States Census is, why people must partake, and what
libraries can do to influence a higher, more accurate
count. The resources we review may be helpful to you
as we get closer to Census Day.
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Please complete and return to Holly 



What is the United States Census? Let's visit
2020census.gov    to find an answer. 

Hover your cursor over the "Get the Facts" tab and
select "What is the 2020 Census?"

Please watch the short video and read the content on
this page. 

What is the 2020 Census? 

Return to the "Get the Facts" tab. Looking over the
remaining links will help you understand what will be
happening, who must respond, and how we can
ensure a complete and accurate count.



Choose one of the remaining links under the "Get the
Facts" tab. Describe the content on that page. 

Let's move over to the "How To Respond" tab. This is
significant because for the first time ever, Census
participants will be able to submit their responses
online.

Click on "Ways To Respond".
What are the three options
people have for responding to
the Census? 



Now return to "How To Respond" and select
"Questions Asked". 

Give an example of one question
the Census Bureau will ask during
the Census.

Give an example of something the Census Bureau will
NEVER ask for during the Census. 

Go back to the "How To Respond" tab and choose
"Who To Count".

Who counts as part of your home? 



Choose one of the special circumstances and describe
how people who fall under that category will or will
not be counted in the 2020 Census.

Next let's look at "Why Your Answers Matter". There
are two links to explore. 

Describe how Census data is used to meet a
Constitutional requirement. 



Describe one way that Census data is used to help
communities. 

The "Privacy and Security" tab is also linked to two
web pages. Review each of these.

Explain how the Census Bureau is legally required to
protect people's information.

How can people verify that a person visiting their
home as an information collector during the 2020
Census is an actual Census employee? 



Let's go back to the "How To Respond" tab one more
time and select "Contact Us". Notice that a list of
phone numbers for the Census Bureau is provided. 

The State Library of Ohio has created an additional
resource to help libraries ensure that all Ohio
residents are counted in the 2020 Census. The Census
Resources for Libraries web page includes a timeline,
information and myths about the Census, marketing
and promotional resources, partnership ideas, and
information about the Ohio Library Census
Committee. Some of the information provided comes
from the 2020 Census site we just explored. 



Visit library.ohio.gov. Click on the
"Services For Libraries" link.

Then click the "Census
Resources for Libraries" link.

Click the "Myths" tab. 

Is Completing the Census optional? 

Is there a short form and a long form for the Census?

Click the "Marketing & Promotion" tab. 



As you can see, this packet is already nine pages long
and about to be 10 pages, so please explore the State
Library resource more on your own. The webinar is
helpful, too.

Let's wrap this up by visiting ala.org. Type "2020
Census" in the search box at the top, right of the
screen and click the magnifying glass. 

Under "Outreach Materials", click "Preparing My
Library for the 2020 Census". 

How might the 2020 Census affect libraries in March
and April 2020? 



Choose the result that says "Libraries' Guide to the
2020 Census". 

This is a long
resource but it
explains a lot.
You can read
about the
basic steps of
the counting
process,
special
circumstances and "hard to count" communities, what
libraries can do to ensure a complete and accurate
count, and more. I encourage you to browse this
resource.

In what languages will the online Census form be
available? 

What if I misplace or never receive my form?



There is a lot more information about the 2020 Census
out there. We have reviewed only a few aspects of
some of the resources available. Explore these
resources on your own. The more accurate
information we can spread, the better the count.
Thanks for completing this packet! -Holly 


